
Stroke Dysphagia Screen
Who should be assessed?

Patients who present with stroke or stroke symptoms

How do you assess?
Use this algorithm for a quick 

three step process!

How do you document?

In the narrative, document how the patient tolerated the sip and

the 4 ounces.  For example:  “Dysphagia screen:  patient 

handling secretions, took sip and then 4 ounces of water 

without difficulty swallowing, coughing, or choking.”

Is the patient able to 

handle secretions?

Swallowing normally Patient drooling, 

choking, coughing

Make patient NPO

Administer rectal ASA

Give patient a small sip 

of water.

Patient swallowed 

normally

Give the patient 4 

ounces of water

Patient swallowed 

normally

Give oral ASA


